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Phil 490W, Senior Capstone Seminar 
Spring 2019
Office: Arts  374
Phone:  898-5296
Office hours: M: 1:00-3:30p
                        W: 1:00 -1:30p 

Texts
All textbooks  are available from the AS Bookstore. (i), (ii) & (iv) are required. (iii) is highly recommended.
(i) Jaspers, Plato & Augustine
(ii) MacIntyre, After Virtue
(iii) Jaspers, Nietzsche: An Intoduction to the Understanding of his Philosophical Activity
(iv) Sartre, Being & Nothingness
 Purpose& Content
Philosophy 490 involves intensive reading, discussion, and writing building on knowledge and skills acquired in previous philosophy courses. There will be an analysis of fundamental philosophical concepts and different methodologies, an emphasis on written work and feedback, plus a discussion  for  plans after graduation. Phil 490 is an approved writing course
The course has four main segments: (I) Plato, his ontology & political theory; (II) Aristotle, ethics (including friendship) & basic aspects of  his metaphysics; (III) Nietzsche, his ontology & philosophical anthropology; Sartre , his ontology & existential psychoanalysis.


COURSE GRADE

The course grade will be based on three written papers, all of which will count equally. Each paper needs to be 1100 words long. The aim of the paper is to see how well you have been able to understand the course readings & assimilate the material discussed in class. There will, obviously, be an emphasis on clarity, i.e. the ability to assimilate and express ideas that have been covered. Once papers have been returned to you, you may review written comments you receive and then resubmit the material. If you have done a successful job, this will increase your grade for the paper by half a grade. Topics & times for the papers will be discussed in class. 







