        A  basic principle to the so-called ` humanistic period ‘ involves a major conflict that took place between the so-called sophists, on the one hand, and Socrates/Plato on the other.


Start with a contemporary discussion.

What do `right’ and `wrong’ mean? Specifically for present purposs, do they always have significance only relative to a specific c______ or c______s?




So then, what.for example about murder? Isn’t this always wrong?





Or what about c______ a____?





What this discussion shows is therefore is that there are two basic or fundamental approaches to the nature of morality, namely _____________ and _________________.



In light of the above, return to the Greeks & note that an early sophist  Protagoras made the famous claim that `man is the measure of all things.’  What this signifies is that in general if there is any such thing as knowledge is entirely a human c_____________.


That is, any knowledge which we may have of human conduct is therefore nothing more than a set of mere con_______s.

 This one view about the nature of morality, as espoused by the sophists, was characterized by the term NOMOS.



For Socrates, on the contrary, moral knowledge is in no sense a mere con_____. That is, at its best moral knowledge is the product of r______; and this r_______ would transcend differences of all sorts and instead be the same for all people.  In fact, this type of moral knowledge in some sense mirrors nature ( although it was Plato who fully developed this idea). Meaning?

 From the immediate above. theSocratic view of the nature of morality is characterized by the  term PHYSIS. Note that on this view there can often be mistakes and errors in moral judgment,  and in these sorts as cases mere o________, as opposed to k_________ of moral states of affairs, would prevail.

In fact the work of both Socrates & Plato has to be understood in the context of the great physis-nomos debate which occupied their lifetimes.



One of the clearest and most dramatic manifestations of the physis-nomos debate occurs in Plato’s Republic, possibly the most famous book in philosophy ever written.  The famous philosopher and mathematician, Whitehead, once remarked that all philosophy is a series of footnotes to Plato – meaning that Plato’s genius was such that the scope of his thought, over 2300 years ago, contained at least an intuition or outline of nearly every philosophical problem that subsequently came to be dealt with.



Right from the start, in Books I and II of the Republic, we can see Socrates, in discussing the nature of virtue and the morality, immediately engaged in opposing the views of a series of sophists, namely Thrasymachus, Glaucon and Adeimantus. 



The position of Thrasymachus in book 1 of the Republic is that there really is no such thing as moral obligation.  What we can to call `right’ is in fact nothing more than `in the interest of the stronger.’ That is, not only is there no such thing as a universal moral standard, but in addition the only reason people obey laws, or behave in a way which upholds a relatively cohesive society, is because they are a______ of breaking a set of standards, that have been set by the str______ in society.



What we take to be social institutions, and what they say about what we must actually do, arose or came about insofar as these institutions and their associated laws or norms were set out by the s_______ with only his own b____________ in view.





And, continues Thrasymachus, even today the only reason one should obey them is because the ______ can make one suffer if one does not.






[to get a full idea or of how extreme the position of Thrasymachus is, it would be worth spending some short while contrasting his views to those of a 16th century thinker in England, Thomas Hobbes.

Briefly then, Hobbes postulates is so called `state of nature’ – that is, a state prior to the existence of any sort of social institution whatsoever – and asks how human beings reacted to each other in such a state.  Hobbes claims that in such a state – one which, unlike that of Pythagoras or the Ionians, is one that inherently lacks o____ or h_________/ i.e. one that is inherently c_________ -  humans were solitary, and selfish in so far as they were motivated directly by an impulse to survive at all costs. For Hobbes then, one always puts oneself first, so that in the state of nature people, inherently solitary by temperament, were always out to get what they could best in order to survive.



Small wonder then, that according to Hobbes, the state of nature is one which is harsh, a dog eat dog world which Hobbes himself describes as being one in which `man is wolf to his fellow.’ (cf what we now know about wolves)



Fortunately for humanity, according to Hobbes we are not only driven by this  impulse to survive at all costs; instead, we also possess r__________. This faculty ( unlike for example the r_________ as explained by Pythagoras)  is a practical one, and so by virtue of it we came to see that if life continued, unabated, in a state of nature, then ultimately __________________________________________.





So what then does reason allow us to do instead? 









In the state of nature, note that we do have f______________ to do whatever we like in order to maximize our own chances for survival. However, reason now allows us to see that we need to_____________ this freedom ( since it will ultimately leads to everyone killing everyone else off). In fact, we need to create o____ out of the c_____ which is the state of nature.







Given what he thinks about human nature, what then does Hobbes suggests that reason enables us to do?  We create a social contract by which elect a L_________  or leader who, by virtue of his s_________, will be unable to impose a type of social cohesion ( i.e. a form of o_____) on what was previously a set of c_________ relations.






Note again, what characterizes this leader is his _____________________________________________






In the social contract, we elect to give up our f______________ in order to obtain sec______ which will be maintained by the sovereign or leader. It is only by having a strong, and if necessary ruthless, the leader that o_____can be maintained over the inherently c_____________ state of nature, and the inherently s____h nature of human beings. Hobbes also notes, quite logically, that the only time the populace has the right to rebel against the absolute authority of the sovereign is when he, the sovereign, __________________________



At this point, review what has been said about Thrasymachus up to this point, and then make a comparison of Hobbes and Thrasymachus. Whose point of view is more extreme, and why so?














What are the arguments Thrasymachus gives in order to uphold his point of view?

The first is that the greatest crime in any government is always _____________. But what is _____________ except sub_________ of the s___________.
So for its Thrasymachus, generally in society, __________ =  safeguarding the interests of those who are ________________.




Another argument of Thrasymachus is that all political life is s___y. One just has to look around and empirically see or view that this is in fact true. All p_____________s are out for themselves ( and maybe their immediate f______) and indeed – says Thrasymachus – life is in general like this.










How does Socrates argue against Thrasymachus?



He first notes that the politician expects some form of remuneration for his work. But this implies that the work in itself is not a necessary r_______________. So Socrates is in effect countering Thrasymachus by  showing that  being in c__________ or p______ is not necessarily a reward in and of itself. ( Do you think this is true?)







 Socrates also argues against Thrasymachus by saying that it is simply false that the moral c______ or institutions of every society are only adapted for the ends of the current r______s. For example, in Athens judges were elected by lot/lottery. So?_________________________








As a third argument against Thrasymachus, Socrates notes that because the sovereign according to Thrasymachus is always out for p_______________, he must therefore embody his interests in l____or reg________s.  However, any kind of r________ implies an i____l. (For example, `always put the state first.’)  So?  Problem for Thrasymachus? 


That is, if he is going to be successful, the ruler must in fact put forward or promulgate a platform which he thinks that the populace will be able to r__________ or admire. But again, this implies a series of i______, which the ruler himself must be able to l____ u__ t_ if he is getting to be able to consistently maintained his authority.   But then once such a set of i________ exists, and moreover the ruler himself has to end up by o______ them, there is no guarantee that he will then end up by behaving in his own ________; to the contrary the ideals may dictate that sometimes he has to act against this.





In the book II of the Republic, Socrates’ debate against the sophists continues, specifically when it comes to countering the arguments of Glaucon and Adeimantus. 

According .to Glaucon, men practice the rules of right not because of choice, but because they can’t  help themselves.  He notes that in fact everyone wants to gratify his/her passions. It’s just a fact ( empirically true) that if we can get away with lowering standards we will do so, provided that we are not s_____ or c______ by o_____.


Is this view of Glaucon correct?








Assuming that it is – that Glaucon’s skepticism is in fact correct - what’s the best way of gratifying one’s passions and getting away with lowering of standards?  _____________________________________








Glaucon’s answer, a very cynical or skeptical one, is by f______ one’s fellows and not being a___________ to them.



Plato doesn’t say so explicitly, but the implication of the above is therefore that there is a c______________ in society that people, in general, do not by and large express overt ____________ to their fellows, and t not because of an inherent con_________ or  r___________ for the other, but rather in order to preserve and maximize their own w___________ and d_____________.




This was in fact a very popular theory in the Athens of the time of Plato: namely that  morality is based on an out and out e_____sm.



What Glaucon is therefore suggesting is that when we are in the presence of others, there exists a morality based on c____________ according to which there is a mutual r_____ct for claims and counterclaims. There is therefore a form of social o________tion to conform to this type of morality; but again it’s based on  nothing more than a c___________ in order to maintain  e____sm  or self_____.





  It’s important to stress that in fact Glaucon and Adeimantus are very disturbed by this sophist-type view, and that in fact they once Socrates to show them that it is incorrect.  They want him to be able to prove to them that, to the contrary, essential human nature is such that we inherently r__________ each other.



Glaucon’s point is backed up by Adeimantus from another perspective. He notes that what happens in practice – i.e. from a conventional point of view – is that parents tell their children: if you want to get on in this world then you had better be ____________ ( the text uses the word`v__’). 






And, of course, this is true if one is getting to be a `s____________’ person in ordinary/middle class/bourgeois society – applies very much to contemporary society as well!






What’s the problem with this view as noted by Adeimantus?  





The problem is that there is no intrinsic concern for v_____ i_______. In fact this position is contradictory in so far as the parent is telling the child that it’s necessary to be v____________ in order, expediently, to get on in the world.




Adeimantus notes that to make matters worse, the child is told that it is d______________ to be g___ or v________, which can easily imply to the child that v____in itself is not a true good since it ish___ or even p____ful    to achieve.






Obviously the above ideas of Glaucon and Adeimantus represent a sophist type view in which, to repeat, there is no true or n______________ morale at the. What we therefore need is a new moral and educational system, and this is what, through the mouth of Socrates, Plato provides us in the rest of the Republic. In some sense therefore the rest of the entire text is taken up responding to the kind of Sophist theory in question.





The best way to understand Plato’s own, positive view about the nature of morality, is to look at what he has to say about the nature of the state or polis.





Imagine therefore that there is a group of people stranded on a desert island.  They are completely removed from everyone else but yet they managed to form a society that is cooperative and functional.  Under these circumstances, according to Plato, the group will always split into three subgroups, each of which serves a different function in society, and each of which complements the other two groups when considered from the good of the society overall.



What, from your own point of view, would the three groups be?  Give a short description of the function of each.













According to Plato, the three groups are in fact:

(I)R_______: and in principle their are function is an o_____________ one;


(II)S_______: their function is to d__________ the group (overall) [if they should be e ______] and to provide
o_____ within the group


(III)W_______: their function is to provide m__________ sus____________ for the group overall.



TRIANGLE-TYPE MODEL


What is the psychological characteristic that best defines each group?

(I) =

(II) =

(III) =




So the leaders use r_________ to g_____n well; the s______  use s______________ to maintain o_____ and d_________ the group, while the w__________ make use of a__________ to make sure that the m__________ needs of the group overall are maintained.




Plato also emphasizes that there is a specific virtue that is associated with each subgroup. What do you think that these three virtues would be?





(I) = _____________  
(II) = _____________
(III) = _____________



 Notice that this model is one that stresses that this form of organization and interdependance is quite natural (PHYSIS). Unlike a sophist-type view, this type of social cohesion which makes humans able to live together in a communal fashion, is not ultimately ar_______ merely based on c_________.




 Plato asserts that this model serves as the basis of the ideal state ( and not merely the type of small group discussed up to this point).  He also notes that it is based on a d_________ of labor.  Again, each group serves a specific function for the g_____ all the whole overall.  They each contribution what they are best able to do so that the polis, as a t______ty, is able to survive and thrive.



It’s important to note that although the leader exhibits r_____________, he must also have s________ and a_________ as part of his character.  If this were not so, the individual would in fact be unb________ and so unhealthy and unable to function well.


  Similarly, although the s_____r exhibits s_____________, he must also have r________ and a_________ as part of his character.  If this were not so, the individual would in fact be unb________ and so unhealthy and unable to function well.


Similarly, although the w_____r exhibits a_____________, he must also have r________ and s_________ as part of his character.  If this were not so, the individual would in fact be unb________ and so unhealthy and unable to function well.



In modern terms, given an example to show why a s__________ type individual with an excess of s_________ ( in the sense that there is not sufficient r___ and a_____) would in some way be a person who was unb__________.



 Also in modern terms, given an example to show why a w__________ type individual with an excess of a_________ ( in the sense that there is not sufficient r___ and s_____) would in some way be a person who was unb__________.






 In general, therefore, Plato’s point is that a healthy citizen, in the ideal state, is someone who has a preponderance of the psychological characteristic of his class, but also contains elements of the characteristics of the two other classes.




The idea of arete – everyone is satisfied with his/her  role in the society. This is because s/he is fulfilling a role that s/he is n___________lly and b___ suited for. So in the ideal state, there is no envy of people above one station nor does anybody in the higher classes looked down on those below them because they recognize – division of labor – that they all interdependent for there to be a viable social life.  At one and the same time, this is to say that they recognize ( especially the leaders) that the s_______/ social totality comes first, and that it is a holistic or organic entity. 





Greek versus modern views on the state: in ordinary, everyday terms how would you describe the relation between citizens and state? Which comes first, citizens or state?









For the Greeks (upholding physis), the answer is clear: what is most real, what is ontologically primary, is the __________



In order to understand why this is so start with something very simple:  give a definition of a tree.













Now apply the same principle to the relation between citizen and polis:









In light of the above, we can therefore is say that – concerning the relation between macrocosm in microcosm – ideally the citizen mirrors the s_____________.



In fact, in the same way that the healthy citizen, although exhibiting a preponderance of the characteristic of his class, also possesses some degree of the characteristics of the other two classes, so similarly in the ideal/healthy state 

The r______________ class has a preponderance of r___________, but it also exhibits s____ & a_____
The s______________ class has a preponderance of s___________, but it also exhibits r____ & a_____
The w______________ class has a preponderance of a___________, but it also exhibits r____ & s_____.




To show why this is necessary

give an historical example of a state that exhibited an excess of spirit ( IE no or not enough reason and appetite):





Also give an historical example of a state that exhibited an excess of appetite ( IE no or not enough reason and spririt):






Again, it must be emphasized that the guiding principle of Plato’s thought here is one of the division of labor.




DUALISM For Plato

Body/senses versus mind/(soul = not religious in a mocking sense)

Nature of the physical universe

What a child can know

True knowledge versus opinion

True knowledge of flowers/circles/triangles

Characteristics of Ideas or forms  












  Allegory of the cave















Although Plato does, obviously, stress a division between classes, this does not imply that he is advocating a caste system.  In fact, the reverse is true.  Plato associates the rulers with gold, the soldiers with silver, and the work is with bronze.  He notes that a child born to parents who are old could turn out to be silver or bronze. And so similarly a child born to parents who are bronze could turn out to be gold/a ruler, et cetera. 



Using modern  social roles, give examples of what kinds of professions would belong to each one of the three classes:







As seen above, there is a small group – the rulers – who direct public life and policy, and then a somewhat larger executive group, the soldiers.  Both of these groups are public servants, or civil servants in modern terms.  All the rest of the citizens, and the majority, constitute the working class – but notice that this means that many types of profession which we might consider to be prestigious in contemporary society, would belong to the working class in Plato’s state.







Plato emphasizes that in the ideal state that should be neither excess wealth nor excess poverty (Book IV). Why? 

Excess wealth will spoil peoples’ c_________________ and lead to an undermining of the w____ e_____.
Excess poverty means that one has to struggle merely to keep alive.  And under such certain circumstances none of the three classes can f______ their alloted  function - why in each case?
            





Plato is very unusual for his time since according to him – book 5 of the Republic -  `the goodness and a woman is the same as that of a man.’ So for him, in the ideal state, the rulers can be both men and women.





The working class owns its own land ( private property/ownership).

The upper two classes don’t own any property at all. This is to avoid conflict between public d____ and p_____ interest. In fact in book 8 of the Republic Plato notes that a degeneration of the ideal state into timarchy occurs when the other two classes of stock to appropriate property.



  Not only do the two upper classes not own private property but, in addition, they have no private family life.  In fact, sexual contact only occurs when children are required.  All of this obviously implies that full Plato, when it comes to the upper classes the s_________ comes first.



Could this model – regarding the two upper classes – work at all?  Isn’t it asking too much of people/humans?  Or, does this only seem to be too rigid a set of requirements because we are so used to putting ourselves and families first? (debate)











According to Plato, the young ought to be surrounded by beauty ( of the senses – why?) in painting, in architecture, and in contrary. This appreciation of aesthetic beauty will in turn lay the basis for an appreciation of m______ beauty.








The issue of censorship. (debate)

















Plato is emphatic that in the ideal state there should be censorship of poetry and music.  Why do you think he emphasizes this?  He notes that children ( and the populace in general) need classic standards, and he stands resolutely against what he takes to be symptomatic of the views expressed by Glaucon and Adeimantus earlier, namely that then-contemporary society emphasizes and encourages a love of relaxed and formless complexity plus varieties for its own sake.   This in turn leads to a taste for what is bad and debased.


Compare contemporary society (!)



 







Education in the ideal state

Plato devises a type of streaming weeping out process in which each of the lower two classes naturally drop out when they reach a stage of education beyond which they cannot n___________ cope with.   There is no force or coercion in the system and everyone is satisfied with the class in which the educational system is geared to place him or her.  Everyone is n_________ suited to the class in which they end up, i.e. they fulfill their a_____.


The stages of education are as follows:

Up to 17, training in literature music and elementary math.  Note that `elementary’ here implies `classic’, i.e. classical standards.  The point? At this juncture, a group of these young people reach their upper limit in terms of capability and so drop out of this educational system. Which class will they form?

From 17 to 20 there is intensive physical and military training. At this point another group reaches their maximum potential and drops out. Which class will they form?

From 20 to 30, a select few move onto the study of advanced math. Why this?


From 30 to 35, they undertake a study of DIALECTIC – what is the nature of reality and the ultimate principle of morality?


From 35 to 50, there is practice ruling in subordinate posts. In fact, what the philosopher king/Queen would prefer to do is to devote him/herself to full-time c____________tion of the nature of reality (ie the f____). However duty – a sense of social obligation – makes them recognize that they have to participate in contributions to society as a whole, and this they have by now been trained to do in the form of governing.



At 50 plus, the philosopher king finally obtains is a vision of the good ( recall allegory of the cave – one can never look directly at the s___).  Spends his/her  time between study and governing the state.


That is that the higher one moves up the educational scale so the more one correspondingly l______ on psychological self. I.e. unless a person in the sense of an ego one becomes. Concomitantly, more one loses one’s ego or psychological self so the more one gains a c__________ ontological reality that is s_____ with others; ie, if the boundary between self and other becomes increasingly ______________.







This theory of an education is based on anamnesis: theory of recollection. The forms are e_____________ but then how does a baby not already possess full knowledge when it is born?





Plato’s answer is that when the child is born the __________ dominates or covers over the knowledge and influence of the _____________.  The process of education therefore is to uncover what is already there ( in the s___).  Education therefore is in principle a process which lets one r_________ the knowledge that one already knows/that is already in the s________.


But then what about the work is especially – and even the soldiers – since they never come close to anything like true knowledge? The influence of the _____ for both of these classes always remains too s______, especially in the case of the workers.
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