A Mirvish
Phil 101, Introduction to Philosophy   
Spring 2019
Office: Arts  374
Phone:  898-5296
Office hours: M: 1:00-3:30p
                        W: 1:00 -1:30p 
TEXT
The text is available from the AS Bookstore and is required
Evans, A History of Western Philosophy
PURPOSE
The course is to serve as an introduction to philosophy. Basic philosophical principles and ideas will be discussed using an historical approach, starting with Plato and ending with Sartre. Ideas that will be covered include: the state and society; ethics and friendship; the phenomenon of self; the social contract; the nature of will and power; feminism; consciousness and freedom. The course is an introduction and so, obviously, you need to have no knowledge of philosophy. 
COURSE CONTENT: TOPICS
(I) Plato. Lhe nature of the state, dualism, the physis vs, nomos debate 
(ii) Aristotle. Ethics and politics 
(iii) Descartes. I think therefore I am
(iv) Hobbes. The state of nature and the social contract
(v) Rousseau. The evolution of society, man is born free but everywhere in chains, education
(vi) Nietzsche. The Will to Power, two forms of humanity, creativity and monism
(vii) Beauvoir. The ideal relationship, the authentic woman, childhood
(viii) Sartre. Freedom, self deception, authenticity

 COURSE GRADE
The course grade will be based on two exams (a midterm and a final ), plus a written paper which will be due during exam week. All will count equally, i.e., one third of the overall grade. The paper needs to be 1100 words long and topics will be suggested, depending on your interests and questions, throughout the course of the semester. I strongly suggest that you keep a list of these topics so that towards the end of the semester you will have a large collection of subjects to choose from. The midterm will take place between the sixth and eighth week of the semester, and a final will be held during exam week. On the week before each exam I will give you a study guide. 







