        PLATO


Let’s start with a contemporary discussion.

1.Isn’t murder always wrong?

2.Is murder in the sense of killing another person always absolutely or universally wrong in principle 

OR

Is murder only wrong relative to the c____ in which it occurs?


3.So what do `right’ and `wrong’ mean? For present purposes, do they have significance only relative to a specific c______ or c______s?




4. Re the Greeks, the philosopher Protagoras made the famous claim that `man is the measure of all things.’  What this signifies is that in general if there is any such thing as knowledge is entirely a human c_____________.


5. That is, any knowledge which we may have of human conduct is therefore nothing more than a set of mere con_______s.

 6. In this light, the character Thrasymachus in book 1 of the Republic claims that what we call `right’ is in fact nothing more than `in the interest of the stronger.’ That is, for him There no such thing as a u_______l moral standard. instead the only reason people obey laws, or behave in a way which upholds a relatively cohesive society, is because they are a______ of breaking a set of standards, that have been set by the str______ in society.


7. To argue against Thr., Plato (speaking through the mouth of  Socrates)
notes that:
(I) the politician or person in power expects some form of payment orr remuneration for his work. But this implies that the work in itself is not a necessary r_______________. So Socrates is in effect countering Thrasymachus by  showing that  being in c__________ or p______ is not necessarily a reward in and of itself.
(II)  Socrates also notes that  the sovereign according to Thrasymachus to stay in power must  embody his interests in l____or reg________s.  But any kind of r________ implies an i____l. (For example, `always put the state first.’)  So?  Problem for Thrasymachus? 


8.That is, if he is going to be successful, the ruler must in fact put forward  a platform which he thinks that the populace will be able to resp__________ or admire. But again, this implies a series of i______, which the ruler himself must be able to li____ u__ to  if he is getting to be able to consistently maintained his authority.   But then once such a set of i________ exists, and the ruler himself has to end up by o______ them, there is no guarantee that he will then end up by behaving in his own ________; to the contrary the ideals he has established may dictate that sometimes he has to act against this.


9.Plato constructs his own view of what is right and just by talking about an ideal state. This is a complicated process which he starts by talking about a primitive society.Imagine therefore that there is a group of people stranded on a desert island.  They are completely removed from everyone else but yet they managed to form a society that is cooperative and functional.  Under these circumstances, according to Plato, the group will always split into three subgroups, each of which serves a different function in society, and each of which complements the other two groups when considered from the good of the society overall.



10.What, from your own point of view, would the three groups be?  Give a short description of the function of each.





11.For Plato, the three groups are:

(I)R_______:  their are function is to create and maintain  o_____________ & social h_____;


(II)S_______: their function is to def__________ the group if they should be a ______,  and to provide o_____ within the group


(III)W_______: their function is to provide m__________ sus____________ for the group overall.



12.TRIANGLE-TYPE MODEL


What is the psychological characteristic that best defines each group?

(I) =

(II) =

(III) =




13.So the leaders use r_________ to g_____n well; the s______  use s______________ to maintain o_____ and d_________ the group, while the w__________ make use of a__________ to make sure that the m__________ needs of the group overall are maintained.




14.Notice that this model is one that stresses that this form of organization and interdependance is quite natural (PHYSIS). 



15. Plato asserts that this model serves as the basis of the ideal state ( and not merely the type of small group discussed up to this point).  He also notes that it is based on a d_________ of labor.  Again, each group serves a specific function for the g_____ all the whole overall.  They each contribution what they are best able to do so that the polis, as a t______ty, is able to survive and thrive.



16. although the leader exhibits r_____________, he must also have s________ and a_________ as part of his character.  If this were not so, the individual would in fact be unb________ and so unhealthy and unable to function well.


  Similarly, although the s_____r exhibits s_____________, he must also have r________ and a_________ as part of his character.  If this were not so, the individual would in fact be unb________ and so unhealthy and unable to function well.


Similarly, although the w_____r exhibits a_____________, he must also have r________ and s_________ as part of his character.  If this were not so, the individual would in fact be unb________ and so unhealthy and unable to function well.



17.In modern terms, given an example to show why a s__________ type individual with an excess of s_________ ( in the sense that there is not sufficient r___ and a_____) would in some way be a person who was unb__________.



 Also in modern terms, given an example to show why a w__________ type individual with an excess of a_________ ( in the sense that there is not sufficient r___ and s_____) would in some way be a person who was unb__________.






 18.In general, therefore, Plato’s point is that a healthy citizen, in the ideal state, is someone who has a predominance/preponderance of the psychological characteristic of his class, but also contains elements of the characteristics of the two other classes.




19.The idea of arete – everyone is satisfied with his/her  role in the society. This is because he is fulfilling a role that he is n___________lly  suited for. So in the ideal state, there is no envy of people above one station nor does anybody in the higher classes looked down on those below them because they recognize – division of labor – that they all interdependent for there to be a viable social life.  At one and the same time, this is to say that they recognize ( especially the leaders) that the s_______/ social totality comes first, and that it is a holistic or organic entity. 



20. in the same way that the healthy citizen, although exhibiting a preponderance of the characteristic of his class, also possesses some degree of the characteristics of the other two classes, so similarly in the ideal/healthy state 

The r______________ class has a preponderance of r___________, but it also exhibits s____ & a_____
The s______________ class has a preponderance of s___________, but it also exhibits r____ & a_____
The w______________ class has a preponderance of a___________, but it also exhibits r____ & s_____.




21.To show why this is necessary give an historical example of a state that exhibited an excess of spirit ( IE no or not enough reason and appetite):





Also give an historical example of a state that exhibited an excess of appetite ( IE no or not enough reason and spririt):






22.DUALISM For Plato

Body/senses versus mind

What a child can know

IDEAS or FORMS that are obj_________. True kn_______ versus op_________




23.Although Plato stresses  a division between classes, this IS NOT  a rigid caste system.   Plato associates the rulers with gold, the soldiers with silver, and the work is with bronze.  He notes that a child born to parents who are old could turn out to be silver or bronze. And so similarly a child born to parents who are bronze could turn out to be gold/a ruler, et cetera. 



24.Using modern  social roles, give examples of what kinds of professions would belong to each one of the three classes:







25.As seen above, there is a small group – the rulers – who direct public life and policy, and then a somewhat larger executive group, the soldiers.  Both of these groups are public servants, or civil servants in modern terms.  All the rest of the citizens, and the majority, constitute the working class – but notice that this means that many types of profession which we might consider to be prestigious in contemporary society, would belong to the working class in Plato’s state.


26.Education in the ideal state

Plato devises a type of streaming weeding out process in which each of the lower two classes naturally drop out when they reach a stage of education beyond which they cannot n___________ cope with.   There is no force or coercion in the system and everyone is satisfied with the class in which the educational system is geared to place him or her.  Everyone is n_________ suited to the class in which they end up, i.e. they fulfill their a_____.


27.The stages of education are as follows:

Up to 17, training in literature music and elementary math.  Note that `elementary’ here implies `classic’, i.e. classical standards.  The point? At this juncture, a group of these young people reach their upper limit in terms of capability and so drop out of this educational system. Which class will they form?

From 17 to 20 there is intensive physical and military training. At this point another group reaches their maximum potential and drops out. Which class will they form?

From 20 to 30, a select few move onto the study of advanced math. Why this?


From 30 to 35, they undertake a study of DIALECTIC – what is the nature of reality and the ultimate principle of morality?


From 35 to 50, there is practice ruling in subordinate posts. In fact, what the philosopher king/Queen would prefer to do is to devote him/herself to full-time c____________tion (ie the f____). However duty – a sense of social obligation – makes them recognize that they have to participate in contributions to society as a whole, and this they have by now been trained to do in the form of governing.



At 50 plus, the philosopher king finally obtains is a vision of the good (ie a true grasp of reality; but  one can never look directly at the s___).  Spends his/her  time between study and governing the state.
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