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Arts  374
Phone:  898-5296
Office hours:  T: 1:00-4:00p
                        W: 11:00 -1:00a 
TEXTS
There are 2 texts for this class.  The first is available from the AS Bookstore and  the second is a packet available at Chico Packet Pro,  230 Salem St. Both are required.
(a) Family Values by Brighouse & Swift (AS Bookstore)
(b) Packet at Chico Packet Pro (Ask for Phil 323z, Mirvish)
PURPOSE
Philosophy 323z is a GE class that meets the Upper Division Arts/Humanities, diversity and writing intensive requirements. The class will deal with an ethical analysis and treatment of the phenomenon of the family. The course will deal with a philosophical analysis of what exactly is involved in the complex set of ideas that fall under the rubric of the family. There will also be discussion of family unity in different cultures, with an emphasis on ethics. The ideas of rights associated with family members, plus various forms of marriage, will also be discussed.
COURSE CONTENT: TOPICS
Defining & understanding the family 
The family from Chinese, African American, Hopi & Mexican perspectives
Marriage & monogamy
Pro & contra gay marriage
A variety of family structures, family decline in the US, family values
Is  adultery immoral? Children, ethics & divorce
Parents’ rights, childrens’ rights
Marriage, children & altruism

 COURSE GRADE

The course grade will be based on two written papers plus a final examination. All will count equally, i.e., one third of the overall grade. Each paper needs to be 1100 words long and will require that you use  class material. The aim of the paper is to see how well you have been able to assimilate the material discussed in class and how well you are able to present it in a written format. Since this is a philosophy and not an English class, style as such will not be a determining feature in the grade you receive but there will be an emphasis on clarity, i.e. the ability to assimilate and express ideas that have been covered. Once the papers have been returned to you, you may review written comments you receive and then resubmit the material. If you have done a successful job, this will increase your grade for the paper by half a grade (so that if, for example, your grade was initially a B and your new version of the paper is a distinct improvement then the final grade you receive for if will be a B+). The first paper will be due six weeks into class, and the second two weeks before finals week. The exam, during finals week, will be an objective one. It will also be comprehensive. 


