Dutch traders landed at the southern tip of modern day South Africa in 1652 and established a stopover point on the spice route between the Netherlands and the Far East.

They founding the city of Cape Town. 

The British seized the southern part of what is now South Africa (Cape of Good Hope) in 1806/

Many of the Dutch settlers were dissatisfied with British rule.  They had evolved to become Afrikaners or "Boers" -speaking a simplified dialect of Dutch, Afrikaans. French Calvinists or Hugenots fleeing Catholic persecution in France immigrated to South Africa and intermarried with the Afrikaners. 

The Afrikaners left the English area and trekked north, founding their own 2 republics, the Transvaal and Orange Free State. 

The discovery of diamonds (1867) and gold (1886) spurred seeking of wealth and immigration.

The English decided to take over the two Afrikaner republics resulting in the so-called `Boer war’.

After a long and bitter struggle (1899 to 1902) the Afrikaners were finally defeated and the British took over the two republics.

In 1910 the four previously separate provinces (Cape Province,  Natal, the Transvaal and The Oringe Free State) were unified into a single country, South Africa with  - as regards the whites - the Cape and Natal having predominantly English speakers and the other two ex-provinces being primarily Afrikaans speaking.

At first English predominated in Parliament but in 1948, the Afrikaner-dominated National Party was voted into power and instituted a policy of apartheid - the separate development of the races - which favored the white minority at the expense of the black majority.

What was called the `Union of South Africa’ became a republic in 1961 after a whites-only referendum. 

From 1948 on apartheid became more and more severe.

By 1950, the government had banned marriages between whites and people of other races, and prohibited sexual relations between black and whites. 
The Population Registration Act of 1950 classified all South Africans by race, including Bantu (black Africans), Coloured (mixed race) and white. A fourth category, Asian (meaning Indian & Chinese) was later added.
 In some cases, the legislation split families; eg a parent could be classified as white while his/her children were classified as colored.
A series of Land Acts set aside more than 80 percent of the country’s land for the white minority, and “pass laws” required non-whites to carry documents authorizing their presence in restricted areas. 

In order to limit contact between the races, the government established separate public facilities for whites and non-whites, limited the activity of nonwhite labor unions and denied non-white participation in national government.
Hendrik Verwoerd became prime minister in 1958 and pushed the apartheid policy further into a system he referred to as “separate development.” 
The Promotion of Bantu Self-Government Act of 1959 created 10 Bantu homelands known as Bantustans. Separating black South Africans from each other enabled the government to claim there was no black majority, and reduced the possibility that blacks would unify into one nationalist organization. Every black South African was designated as a citizen as one of the Bantustans, a system that supposedly gave them full political rights, but effectively removed them from the nation’s political body.
The government forcibly removed black South Africans from rural areas designated as “white” to the homelands, and sold their land at low prices to white farmers. From 1961 to 1994, more than 3.5 million people were forcibly removed from their homes and deposited in the Bantustans, where they were plunged into poverty and hopelessness.
2nd rate education for Blacks
The banned African National Congress (ANC) led the opposition to apartheid over the years and many top ANC leaders, such as Nelson MANDELA, spent decades in South Africa's prisons. 

Internal protests and violence, as well as boycotts by some Western nations and institutions, finally led to the White regime's eventual willingness to negotiate a peaceful transition to majority rule.

The first multi-racial elections in 1994 following the end of apartheid ushered in majority rule under an ANC-led government. 

(South Africa has since struggled to address apartheid-era imbalances in decent housing, education, and health care. ANC infighting came to a head in 2008 when President  MBEKI was recalled by Parliament, and Deputy President  MOTLANTHE, succeeded him as interim president. Jacob ZUMA became president after the ANC won general elections in 2009. He was reelected in 2014. His government has been plagued by numerous scandals, leading to gains by opposition parties at the municipal level in 2016.)

Autobiographical
I received a BA(Honors) from the University of Cape Town in 1967 and taught  there for two years when I went to the US to complete a doctorate.


By this time apartheid was rigidly in place - there were only whites at the University - and the beginnings of protest were starting.

The English-speaking universities were antigovernment /anti-apartheid while the Afrikaner universities were pro-government 

In 1969 students at UCT took over at the administration building in protest against apartheid.

Just the beginning of change: students from an Afrikaans  University comes to talk to a huge crowd at UCT

there were police spies posing as students in the university
(chemistry-as an undergraduate; ex-chief prefect of my high school; in the classes I was teaching)

I taught ethics so naturally spoke out against apartheid as did my colleagues in similar fields

American floating University. I gave a ride to a professor who had banned books in his briefcase. We were stopped at customs and the books confiscated. I got a telephone call from the police when I came home saying how they had taken him `on the trip’ to see how good things were for people of color 

My parents-> conflict. Worry about my passport being taken away. What would you do as a parent???

A few students were caught trying to blow up electric  Pylons. They went to prison; one turned state's evidence (talk of torture) and went to England-never heard of after this
so there was a distinctively repressive, dark side of existence for antigovernment whites as well as people of color. At the same time, however, daily life was often very pleasant - Cape Town beautiful etc.[see web]; beaches, sea, mountains, socializing/parties etc. a strange bifurcated experience

So there were those whose lives were totally dominated by politics, on the one extreme, and those who deliberately turned away from the political realities, on the other

But what about the majority (of whites) who were at neither extreme? Think about pre-reflective experience.


          

