Is Race Social?
A Brief History of the Race
(1)According to Atkins, the idea of race only arose as a result of the socio-economic developments that occurred from the late medieval period of Europe onwards. For starting with this period the European powers - initially Spain and Portugal - started building empires through acquiring colonies in the New World 

(2)ARISTOTLE: The nations inhabiting the cold places and those of Europe are full of spirit but somewhat deficient in intelligence and skill, so they continue to be comparatively free, but lacking in political organization and capacity to rule their neighbors.  The peoples of Asia on the other hand are intelligent and skillful in temperament, but lack spirit, so they are in continuous subjugation and slavery.  But the Greek race participates in both characters, just as it occupies the middle position geographically.
(3)Aristotle believed in torture for eliciting truth from slaves – as was commonly practiced among Greek slave masters: “Torture is a kind of evidence which appears trustworthy, because a sort of compulsion is attached to it." It’s true that a person being tortured might say whatever the torturer wants to hear in order to stop the torture, but A accepted it for use against foreigners and slaves; ie those he considered barbarians since they were simple like children and inclined, therefore, to tell the truth.

(4) What’s the significance of (3) above?
(5) What’s the significance of (2) above?


Find other significant examples NOT involving Western culture.


(6)Back to # 1: On the basis of new Spanish & Portuguese acquisitions, the science of the Enlightenment than preceded to develop classifications for different races.
(7)For example, the famous Swedish botanist, Carl Linnaeus, gave the following classification of different races in 1758:


Color		Black		Yellow		Red			White
Temperament	lazy		sad, stern	irascible		Hearty
 Face		short nose	dark eyes	harsh appearance	blond, blue eyes
Character	slow, careless	strict, greedy	stubborn		sensitive, creative
Motivation	caprice		opinion		custom			law

(8)How did these ideas arise in the age of empire building such that they were eventually endorsed by the science of the time?

(9)As European countries, Spain and Portugal initially, expanded into the Americas, the potential for accumulating great wealth (e.g. gold, timber, gems, exotic plants) became apparent and was developed by a growing class of European society, namely, the bourgeois or middle or merc_________ class.
(10)This middle-class, says Atkins, began to have the need to divide and exclude people. Why? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(11)Even earlier than the period of expansion into the Americas, especially in Spanish society, there had been Jews and Muslims who had been forced to convert to Christianity. However, the more the economy developed, so the more the people in position of power and authority - in order to RET___N their wealth and authority - had to exc______ these converts from competing with them. Hence the notion of bad blood was developed. The idea was developed that it was impossible to get rid of the bad blood so that converts would  automatically remain  in inf_____r positions.
(12)This idea are about blood and inheritance became all the more important with the development of slavery.

(13)Spanish and Portuguese contact through trade with Northwest Africa had already opened up the European slave trade. However as Portugal especially began to develop the sugar trade  I S. America - the plantations demanding much intensive, manual labor -  there was a great need for increased labor.

(14)But it was not possible to send a sufficient number of Portuguese nationals to work in these plantations. First, because they simply were not enough of them and, second, because even by the 15th and 16th centuries it was already distaste for the idea or of in effect enslaving Europeans. Using indigenous Indians for this very difficult work was also not practical since, almost from the first contact with Europeans, the Indians were being decimated by European diseases such as smallpox and tuberculosis. Hence, there came to be a need to use slaves from Africa.

(15) However, as the economies grew and wealth accumulated the question became increasingly pressing as to how religiously (in terms of Christianity) to justify using slaves. Justification was found in the commonly held belief (not actually stated in the Bible) that one of Noah's sons who was cursed, had a black skin.

(16)Once it became clear to what an extent the slave trade was producing immense wealth, other European countries, especially Britain, France and Holland also began taking slaves from the West African coast to work in their own American colonies.

(17)In this way, by the 18th and 19th centuries there had come to be an apparently natural connection between being black and being a slave.

(18)So while it seemed as though slavery was the natural result of coming from a certain c___r, in fact slavery was a result of ec______s or pr______tion. And it was on this basis that even respected scientists such as Linnaeus could create the above type of classification table.

(19)(Assumption of W evil)

(20)Michael Winnant, social anthropologist: colonialism as developed in the age of capitalism was different from previous imperial systems since it spread over so much of the entire world. So? _________________________________________________________________________________________________.

 (21)What about the formation of race in the USA?
(22)By the time the US became independent, America was already well established with whites in set positions and social ranks. Given racial prejudices, plus the fact that they were already slaves, it's therefore not surprising that early social and political organizations were designed to keep black Americans inferior positions and enable white Americans to retain p___r and c_____l. Specifically nonwhites were not allowed to be citizens. They had no property rights and they had no right to control their own labor or the right to control their own education. These sociopolitical practices* created two distinct racial categories, namely black and white. 
(23)What's the significance of *above?

(24)However, with inevitable racial mixing, it became necessary to create new categories to ensure that whites could remain in control. For instance, after the abolition of slavery, racial categories attempted to establish the degree to which one's ancestry was black or white. But this was very difficult to do in the abstract since, for instance, an octoroon (having one black great grand parent) might easily pass as white. In fact, by 1918, the American census showed that three quarters of black Americans had some white ancestry. Consequently the category of mulatto was dropped from the 1920 census so that, henceforth, any black ancestry was sufficient to designate one as black. In this way, the attempt was made to keep a strict distinction between black and white categories.
(25)Obviously, over time, the notion of race and its significance has shifted in the US and the whole idea of hypodescent thinking (mixed children go down) is less and less important.

(26) Ccompare US & Australia: Until well into the 20th century, Australian state and federal governments engaged in a program of forcibly separating Aboriginal children with white ancestry from their Aboriginal families, and raising them in institutions that were intended to prepare them for white foster homes, jobs under white employers and/or marriage to whites.
This was due to  hyperdescent theories (mixed children go up) that were popular among white people. These ideas were not usually shared by Aboriginal people. White politicians and officials utilized  pseudo-scientific theories  that Aboriginal people were genetically and culturally inferior to whites, and so intermarriage would be to the mixed children’s advantage. In the Aboriginal population would be diluted more & more. 

That is, the authorities believed that it was improper for part-white children to live as Aboriginal people & that if Aboriginals -  whose descendants had children with whites for several generations -  intermarried, then successive generations of descendants would be less and less distinguishable from whites. So in Australia, while there were many racist laws intended to keep Aboriginal people in a socially inferior position, there were no anti-miscegenation laws and hence no barriers to marriages between Aboriginal and white partners.

(27)How important is the status of race in the contemporary United States? Debate.
(28) To show how the idea or a race arises from social pressure and economic interests, it's interesting to contrast this idea in Brazil as opposed to the US.
(29)The actual connection between West Africa as a source for slaves and both US and Brazil is essentially the same. However, in the United States, at independence, approximately 80% of the population was white. Consequently there were already well established distinction between the white laboring, ruling class, on the one hand,  and the (at the time numerically small number of) slaves,0 on the other.
(30)By contrast, in Brazil, by the time it achieved independence from Portugal in 1822, approximately 3 out at a population of 4 million was of African or mixed African descent. 
(31)In fact, a 2000 study of DNA profiles in Brazil found that 97% of those who considered themselves to be white did in fact have white European ancestors. However a full 61% of this same population also had nonwhite ancestors. This suggests that in Brazil even at the time of independence the white population was far more mixed than was the case in the US.  
 (32)Therefore, as opposed to the US, there were from the start no obvious groups of people to fulfill what amounted to white working/labor class positions; e.g. foremen, plantations guards.
(33)Obviously therefore it wasn't feasible to make a simple black-and-white distinction as it was in the US.

(34)Therefore Brazil developed an elaborate system of racial classification which at one time had no less than 28 different racial categories; and all this because there were too few whites to fulfill social roles that unmixed Blacks were not allowed access to.
(35)That is, the hypodescent rule that worked in the US would have created an unacceptable solution in Brazil since there would have been literally too few white Brazilians to fill positions involving any authority.


(36)Atkin goes on to note that in contemporary Brazil, there is a growing awareness of social, political and economic disparity between whites and nonwhites. Recent studies show that nonwhite Brazilians have inferior education, poorer occupational opportunities, and receive less pay than their white counterparts. Consequently, many nonwhite Brazilians now see themselves – united - as Afro-Brazilians. Ironically, this has led to more Brazilians relying on the presence of a black ancestor to get what in this country we would call EOP benefits.      

[bookmark: _GoBack](37) Merits of EOP debate.


