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Required: Special Text/Workbook
Optional:  Kahane, Logic and Contemporary Rhetoric

This is a general studies course and serves as an introduction to critical thinking.  The aim of this course is to aid you in developing a greater analytic and conceptual ability.  Specifically, the course will serve to develop your ability to analyze both written and spoken material so as to be able to determine whether claims made are not only true but also whether and why they cohere together in a logical fashion. 

Course outline

The course will be divided into five main sections:
1. The structure of arguments: (a) diagramming arguments; (b) diagramming subarguments; (c) arguments containing implicit premises or conclusions.
2. Cogent and fallacious types of reasoning and the formal structure of arguments: (a) inductive and deductive arguments; (b) strong and weak arguments, validity and invalidity, soundness; (c) argument forms; (4) formal fallacies. 
3. Informal fallacies
4. Application of the above to extended arguments.
5. Discussion of topics from the history of philosophy to sharpen your critical thinking abilities.

Course grade

(A) There will be two major exams, that is, a midterm and a final, each of which will count one half of 80% percent of the grade. The midterm will take place during the 8th week of class and the final (comprehensive) will take place during exam week.  

(B) Group presentations. The structure and topics for these presentations will be discussed in class. This will count 5% of the grade.


(C) A writing and research project to be discussed in class. This will count 7.5% of the grade.


(D) Homework assignments. Do these regularly. They will count7.5% of the grade. 

