Phil 382

Spring 2011

Wed. 7:00-9:50 pm          

Adrian Mirvish

Sartre & Camus 

Texts: Sartre, Being and Nothingness

           Mirvish & van den Hoven, New Perspectives on Sartre
Camus, The Stranger
(Optional) Sartre, Notebooks for an Ethics
Course Material: This class will deal in detail with Sartre’s famous work Being and Nothingness, plus material from his later works as well. The course will also examine the views of Albert Camus, as represented in his book The Stranger.

Topics to be covered:

Friendship & Authenticity

Bad Faith & Self Deception

Consciousness, Lived Body and World

The For-Itself & In-Itself

The Existence of Others

Absurdity or Purpose?

Class Grade: A midterm project (20%), plus a comprehensive final exam (40%) and a research paper (40%). The midterm project will draw from class material covered up to the midterm period. As regards the research paper, I will present topics as we proceed through the course so that by the midterm, you should have a list of 10 or more. Students can choose their own topic but if you decide to do so make sure to consult with me first. The length of this project should be at least 2,500 words. The paper should be academic involving a detailed discussion of Sartre or Camus’ own texts plus at least four detailed references to 3rd party sources.

