























Phil 102

Analyze the following arguments:

1. You should buy the Subaru rather than the Volvo. It's true that Volvo has had an incredibly good record for building very safe cars but today Subaru has got higher ratings when it comes to accident testing. In addition, the engines Volvo uses today are not nearly as reliable as they used to be when Volvo made it its own engines. By contrast, Subaru engines are extremely reliable with very good track record. 
2. You should buy the Subaru rather than the Volvo. It's true that Volvo has had an incredibly good record for building very safe cars but today Subaru has got higher ratings when it comes to accident testing. In addition, Volvo engines are now Ford products and hence they are not nearly as reliable as they used to be when Volvo made its own engines. By contrast, Subaru engines are extremely reliable with very good track record.

3. You should buy the Subaru rather than the Volvo. It's true that Volvo has had an incredibly good record for building very safe cars but today Subaru has got higher ratings when it comes to accident testing. In addition, Volvo is now part of the Ford Corporation and so their engines are  Ford products and hence they are not nearly as reliable as they used to be when Volvo made its own engines. By contrast, Subaru engines are extremely reliable with very good track record.

4. Either it was a Chev that they sped away in or it was a Ford. But it could not have been a Chev. So therefore they must have got away in the Ford.

5. Jamie is only 15 but she claims that she sincerely wants to be a doctor. However, she does in fact take all the difficult science/honors courses so she could certainly be sincere. To really want to get into medical school though you also need lots of extracurricular activities and Jamie has not yet done anything like that. If she therefore truly wants to go to medical school she had better get involved in some of these kinds of activities.

6. Jamie is only 15 but she claims that she sincerely wants to be a doctor. However, she does in fact take all the difficult science/honors courses and she only has serious friends that she socializes with. So she could certainly be sincere. To really want to get into medical school though you also need lots of extracurricular activities and Jamie has not yet done anything like that. If she therefore truly wants to go to medical school she had better get involved in some of these kinds of activities.

7. Really wanting to go to medical school for a very young person is a difficult undertaking.  Jamie is only 15 but she claims that she sincerely wants to be a doctor. However, she does in fact take all the difficult science/honors courses and she only has serious friends that she socializes with. So she could certainly be sincere. To really want to get into medical school though you also need lots of extracurricular activities and Jamie has not yet done anything like that. If she therefore truly wants to go to medical school she had better get involved in some of these kinds of activities.

8. Farmers who regularly use pesticides to dust their crops develop an unusually high degree of  parkinsonism. So these pesticides are clearly very dangerous to humans, at least when one is consistently exposed to them. However, many younger farmers are becoming aware of the toxic effects of these chemicals and they are hence starting not to use them regularly especially since some organic alternatives are available.

9. Both sea lions and walruses belong to the pinniped family. But the latter still have clearly distinguished bones in their flippers whereas sea lions have flippers in which some of the bones have become fused and therefore they are  not distinct anymore. Hence while it is still possible to train a walrus to manipulate some small sorts of objects in his flippers the sea lion would no longer be capable doing of this. Thus for tricks involving the manipulation of such objects one would have to use walruses and not sea lions.
10. If you watch both dolphins and seals who are together in a big aquarium tank it's interesting to see how the dolphins are much quicker in the water than the seals when it comes to grabbing fish that the trainer throws in. Dolphins have therefore evolved more than seals in becoming truly aquatic creatures. They do however pay a price for this because in the process of becoming streamlined, so as to live optimally in the sea, they have lost the ability to have any facial expressions. So whereas seals are not as quick as dolphins in the water they still have the advantage of being able to communicate via certain kinds of gestures that are no longer available to dolphins

11. If you watch both dolphins and seals who are together in a big aquarium tank it's interesting to see how the dolphins are much quicker in the water than the seals when it comes to grabbing fish that the trainer throws in. Dolphins have therefore evolved more than seals in becoming truly aquatic creatures. They do however pay a price for this because in the process of becoming streamlined, so as to live optimally in the sea, they have lost the ability to have any facial expressions. Their faces are frozen or set and so they can only express emotion through vocalization and body gestures, unlike seals that can express all sorts of emotions through their faces alone. So whereas seals are not as quick as dolphins in the water they still have the advantage of being able to communicate via certain kinds of gestures that are no longer available to dolphins

.

12. There seems to be reasonable evidence to show that  things that one focuses one’s attention on have a tendency to come to pass.  Thus if one spends time in one’s life concentrating on harmonious, moral thoughts this could lead to the promotion of happiness which is a good thing. If on the other hand one spends time with thoughts of self-pity and despair then what could happen over time is that one becomes pitiful and desperate.  So one should devote one’s thoughts to harmony and virtue, since a state of harmony is preferable to one of despair.

13. It's very difficult to know what people from another culture are sometimes thinking or feeling since we see everything from the perspective of our own culture, and even relative to our family background. However, there are certain basic, emotional states, for instance, anger, fear, suspicion, laughter and possibly even affection that seem to transcend particular cultures or family backgrounds. So although in many instances we may miss the subtleties of what someone from a different culture is thinking or feeling, when it comes to fundamental human emotions, such as those just mentioned, we can fact understand each other and grasp the other's feelings- positive or negative -even if they happen to come from a very different background and culture. 

14. Bulls are enormous creatures and for a farmer to maintain one over the course of a year can cost over $900 for food alone. Moreover, it's also true that they have bad tempers, especially provoked when they are around other males. Hence they can easily get into fights. So maintaining more than one bull for a cattle farmer can be both an expensive and difficult proposition.
15. Madonna flaunts her sexuality in many ways so many feminists really despise her because they say that she is just using a variation of traditional femininity to sell herself to her audience.

16. Madonna flaunts her sexuality in many ways so many feminists really despise her because they say that she is just using a variation of traditional femininity to sell herself to her audience. By contrast, there are admirers who say that she is using her sexuality to promote her own power, which is by this point quite considerable. So whether Madonna is basically just a modern sex symbol or a woman determining her own destiny is not an easy question to answer.

17. Madonna flaunts her sexuality in many ways so many feminists really despise her because they say that she is just using a variation of traditional femininity to sell herself to her audience. That is, on the view of these critics, instead of using her mind or character to make an impression on others, she is just relying on sheer sex appeal. By contrast, there are admirers who say that she is using her sexuality to promote her own power, which is by this point quite considerable. So whether Madonna is basically just a modern sex symbol or a woman determining her own destiny is not an easy question to answer.
18. Molly wanted to know if Jim was a real person or a robot. She knew that if he had blood and organs inside him then he would be a human being, but if there were merely wires and metal he would be a robot. In order to resolve this difficulty and answer the questions she had, Molly therefore suddenly made a cut in Jim’s hand He did not bleed and hence she knew that he was only a robot.



19. Julie cannot determine what she wants her major to be at Chico State. On the one hand, she wants to be a social work major since she likes helping other people. On the other hand,  she is also concerned about taking care of herself and so is considering becoming a business major. 

20. In a number of Arab states there have recently been uprisings from the populations at large demanding that totalitarian governments or rulers be displaced. Now this is a good thing if it leads to increased democratization but it's also possible that destabilization of these states will allow Muslim fundamentalists to gain control. The position in these countries is therefore a very risky one at present for if the fundamentalists gain control not only will the population at large be repressed even more than they were previously but war and terrorism could possibly result. So the US and other Western nations need to pay close attention and exert pressure in these countries to try to make sure that the fundamentalists do not gain control.
21. It is possible that there could be life on other planets, but - from the perspective of our present knowledge - only if the atmosphere would be conducive to some even primitive form of metabolism, and if the planet was  in the `Goldilocks’ region, not too near or too far from its sun. On the other hand, it's also possible that the specific conditions that made life possible on earth were never replicated, in any sort of equivalent fashion, on any other planet, irrespective of how many countless others there may happen to be. So life on other planets may well not exist and hence in the entire universe, earth alone may be host to living creatures. Therefore, when everything is said and done, we are simply not able to determine with anything like certainty whether at this point the earth alone is host to living creatures in the universe. 
