One of the clearest and most dramatic manifestations of the physis-nomos debate access in Plato’s Republic, possibly the most famous book in philosophy ever written.  The famous philosopher and mathematician, Whitehead, once remarked that all philosophy is a series of footnotes to Plato – meaning that Plato’s genius was such that the scope of his thought, over 2,300 years ago, contained, at least intuitively or in outline, nearly every philosophical problem that subsequently came to be dealt with.

Right from the start, in Books I and II of the Republic, we can see Socrates - in discussing the nature of virtue and the morality - immediately holtly engaged in opposing the views of a series of sophists, namely Thrasymachus, Glaucon and Adeimantus. 

The position of Thrasymachus in book 1 of the Republic is that there really is no such thing as moral obligation.  What we can to call `right’ is in fact nothing more than `in the interest of the stronger.’ That is, not only is there no such thing as a universal moral standard, but in addition the only reason people obey laws, or behave in a way which upholds a relatively cohesive society, is because they are a______ of breaking a set of standards, that have been set by the str______ in society.

What we take to be social institutions, and what they say about what we must actually do or behave, arose or came about insofar as these institutions and their associated laws or norms were set out by the s_______ with only his own b______ i______ in view.

And, continues Thrasymachus, even today the only reason one should obey them is because the ______ can make one suffer if one does not.

[to get a full idea or of how extreme the position of Thrasymachus is, it would be worth spending some short while contrasting his views to those of a 16th century thinker in England, Thomas Hobbes.

Briefly then, Hobbes postulates a so called `state of nature’ – that is, a state prior to the existence of any sort of social institution whatsoever. He asks how human beings reacted to each other in such a state.  Hobbes claims that in such a state – one which, unlike that of Pythagoras or the Ionians, is one that inherently lacks o____ or h_________/ i.e. one that is inherently c_________ -  humans were solitary, and selfish in so far as they were motivated directly by an impulse to survive at all costs. For Hobbes then, one always puts oneself first, so that in the state of nature people, inherently solitary by temperament, were always out to get what they could best in order to survive.

Small wonder then, that according to Hobbes, the state of nature is one which is harsh, a dog eat dog world which Hobbes himself describes as being one in which `man is wolf to his fellow.’ (cf  what we now know about wolves!)

Fortunately for humanity, according to Hobbes we are not only driven by this  impulse to survive at all costs; instead, we also possess r__________. This faculty ( unlike for example the r_________ as explained by Pythagoras)  is a practical one, and so by virtue of it we come to see that if life continued, unabated, in a state of nature, then ultimately __________________________________________.

So what then does reason allow us to do instead? 

In the state of nature, note that we do have f______________ to do whatever we like in order to maximize our own chances for survival. However, reason now allows us to see that we need to_____________ this freedom ( since it will ultimately leads to everyone killing everyone else off). In fact, we need to create o____ out of the c_____ which is the state of nature.

Given what he thinks about human nature, what then does Hobbes suggests that reason enables us to do?  We create a social contract by which elect a L_________  or leader who, by virtue of his s_________, will be unable to impose a type of social cohesion ( i.e. a form of o_____) on what was previously a set of c_________ relations.

Note again, what characterizes this leader is his _____________________________________________

In the social contract, we elect to give up our f______________ in order to obtain sec______ which will be maintained by the sovereign or leader. It is only by having a strong, and if necessary ruthless, the leader that o_____can be maintained over the inherently c_____________ state of nature, and the inherently s____h nature of human beings. Hobbes also notes, quite logically, that the only time the populace has the right to rebel against the absolute authority of the sovereign is when he, the sovereign, __________________________

At this point, review what has been said about Thrasymachus up to this point, and then make a comparison of Hobbes and Thrasymachus. Whose point of view is more extreme, and why so?

What are the arguments Thrasymachus gives in order to uphold his point of view?

The first is that the greatest crime in any government is always _____________. But what is _____________ except sub_________ of the s___________.

So for Thrasymachus, generally in society, __________ =  safeguarding the interests of those who are ________________.

Another argument of Thrasymachus is that all political life is s___y. One just has to look around and empirically see or view that this is in fact true. All p_____________s are out for themselves ( and maybe their immediate f______) and indeed – says Thrasymachus – life is in general like this.

How does Socrates argue against Thrasymachus?

He first notes that the politician expects some form of remuneration for his work. But this implies that the work in itself is not a necessary r_______________. So Socrates is in effect countering Thrasymachus by  showing that  being in c__________ or p______ is not necessarily a reward in and of itself. ( Do you think this is true?)

 Socrates also argues against Thrasymachus by saying that it is simply false that the l___s or institutions of every society are only adapted for the ends of the current r______s. For example, in Athens judges were elected by lot/lottery. So?_________________________

As a third argument against Thrasymachus, Socrates notes that because the sovereign according to Thrasymachus is always out for p_______________, he must therefore embody his interests in l____or reg________s.  However, any kind of r________ implies an i____l. (For example, `always put the state first.’)  So?  Problem for Thrasymachus? 

To elaborate, if he is going to be successful, the ruler must in fact put forward or promulgate a platform which he thinks that the populace will be able to r__________ or admire. But again, this implies a series of i______, which the ruler himself must be able to l____ u__ t_ if he is going to be able consistently to maintain his authority.   But then once such a set of i________ exists, and moreover the ruler himself has to end up by o______ them, there is no guarantee that he will then end up by behaving in his own ________; to the contrary the ideals may dictate that sometimes he has to act against this.

In the book II of the Republic, Socrates’ debate against the sophists continues, specifically when it comes to countering the arguments of Glaucon and Adeimantus. 

According .to Glaucon, men practice the rules of right not because of choice, but because they can’t  help themselves.  He notes that in fact everyone wants to gratify his/her passions. It’s just a fact ( empirically true) that if we can get away with lowering standards we will do so, provided that we are not s_____ or c______ by o_____.

Is this view of Glaucon correct?

Assuming that it is – that Glaucon’s skepticism is in fact correct - what’s the best way of gratifying one’s passions and getting away with lowering of standards?  _____________________________________

Glaucon’s answer, a very cynical or skeptical one, is by f______ one’s fellows and not being a___________ to them.

Plato doesn’t say so explicitly, but the implication of the above is therefore that there is a c______________ in society that people, in general, do not by and large express overt ____________ to their fellows, and do this not because of an inherent con_________ or  r___________ for the other, but rather in order to preserve and maximize their own w___________ and d_____________.

This was in fact a very popular theory in the Athens of the time of Plato: namely that  morality is based on an out and out e_____sm.

What Glaucon is therefore suggesting is that when we are in the presence of others, there exists a morality based on c____________ according to which there is a mutual r_____ct for claims and counterclaims. There is therefore a form of social o________tion to conform to this type of morality; but again it’s based on  nothing more than a c___________ in order to maintain  e____sm  or self_____.

It’s important to stress that in fact Glaucon (and Adeimantus) are very disturbed by this sophist-type view, and that in fact they want Socrates to show them that it is incorrect.  They want him to be able to prove to them that, to the contrary, essential human nature is such that we inherently r__________ each other.

Glaucon’s point is backed up by Adeimantus from another perspective. He notes that what happens in practice – i.e. from a conventional point of view – is that parents tell their children: if you want to get on in this world then you had better be ____________ ( the text uses the word`v__’). 

Applies very much to contemporary society as well!  If one is going to be a `s____________’ person in ordinary/middle class/bourgeois society.

What’s the problem with this view as noted by Adeimantus?  

The problem is that there is no intrinsic concern for v_____ i_______. In fact this position is contradictory in so far as the parent is telling the child that it’s necessary to be v____________ in order, expediently, to get on in the world.

Adeimantus notes that to make matters worse, the child is told that it is d______________ to be g___ or v________, which can easily imply to the child that v____in itself is not a true good since it is h___ or even p____ful    to achieve.

Obviously the above ideas of Glaucon and Adeimantus represent a sophist type view in which, to repeat, there is no true or n______________ morality. 

