1. Thomas Hobbes. Lived in a time of civil war. A lot of violence, scarcity, illness associated with the wars, plus destruction. 

2. This state of affairs influenced what he had to say about nature, human nature and society.

3. Hobbes postulates a so called `state of nature’ – that is, a state prior to the existence of any sort of social institutions.

4. How would humans react to each other in this type of primitive state?

5. Hobbes notes that underlying this state of nature is the fact the world in and of itself  inherently lacks o____ or h_________. The state of nature is therefore one inherently characterized by _________.

6. Reflecting or mirroring this state, humans according to Hobbes are  naturally  humans solitary and s___ish – that is, they are motivated directly by a drive or impulse to su_____e at all costs.

7. Thus for Hobbes, one always puts oneself _____t, so that in the state of nature people, solitary by nature, are always out to get what they ___  in order to best be able to s_____e.

8. Small wonder then, that according to Hobbes, the state of nature is one which is harsh, a dog eat dog world; or, as Hobbes himself describes, one in which `man is wolf to his fellow.’ (ironically, not  what we know about wolves today!)

9. Fortunately for humanity, according to Hobbes although we are dri___  by this  impulse to survive, we also possess a capacity to r__________ which can somewhat counter our initial and crude dr___e for sur_____.

10. This is a practical faculty of r_____. It is one that lets us see that if life continued w/out any constraints  in the state of nature, then ultimately __________________________________________.

11. So what then does reason allow us to do instead? 

12. In the state of nature, note that we do have fr______________ to do whatever we like in order to maximize our own chances for survival. However, reason now allows us to see that we need to ch_____________ this freedom so as to create o____ out of the c_____ which is the state of nature.

13. Given what he thinks about human nature, what then does Hobbes suggest that reason enables us to do?  We create a social contract in which we elect a L_________  or leader who, by virtue of his str_________, will be unable to impose a type of social cohesion ( i.e. a form of o_____) on what was previously a set of c_________ relations.

14. Note again, what characterizes this leader is his _____________________________________________

15. With the social contract, we elect to give up our f______________ in order to obtain sec______ which will be maintained by the sovereign or leader. 
16. It is only by having a strong, and if necessary ruthless, the leader that o_____can be maintained over the inherently c_____________ state of nature, and the inherently s____h nature of human beings. 
17. Hobbes also notes, quite logically, that the only time the populace has the right to rebel against the absolute authority of the sovereign is when he, the sovereign, __________________________

