Censorship and the State

· Plato favors censorship.  In order to have a just state, one also must have just rulers.  For Plato, these rulers are those who best exhibit reason and virtue.  Young, future rulers should be educated correctly and avoid anything that is not conducive to the development of these traits.  But censorship is by no means exclusive to the ruler class.  All citizens would experience censorship.

· Reason:  Even though the future rulers were to come from the ruler class, Plato acknowledged that there were also exceptions.  Those who took to ‘philosophizing’ at a young age were to be brought into the ruler class.  So, potentially, any youth could become a ruler.
What would be Censored?

· Art would be heavily censored.  Art is powerful.  Music, drama, poetry, paintings and more can evoke strong emotions.  As emotions are associated with the body, Plato considered that the arts, by in large, do more harm than good.
· Remember:  Plato was a dualist.  The mind and the body are distinct. Knowledge and reason are properties of the mind, not the body.  By indulging in bodily sensations, we hinder ourselves from gaining knowledge of the Forms.
· It might be easy to think of ‘art’ not as “fine art” but as “mass media” or “pop culture” to understand Plato’s view.  
Poetry

· Plato was particularly harsh about poetry.  He believed it has a deceptive allure.  The structure and the style of the poem take precedence over its content.  
· It is not what the poet says that is important, but how he says it.
· Because of this focus, great poetry can come from a great ignoramus.  The poet may be completely, utterly wrong about the assumed truths in his verse.  Yet, because of the emphasis on style, we are likely to be bamboozled into thinking that those poetic “truths” are correct.
· Example: Homer, the creator of the Iliad and the Odyssey. Achilles, the protagonist of the Iliad, is a man governed by his passions.  He is temperamental and a berserker in battle.

· Compare poetry to a scientific journal: if—by some stroke of luck—an ignoramus were published in such a journal, it would be easy to call him out.  No, scientist would have a great reputation if he argued nowadays that the world is flat or is a triangle.
Music

· Harmony plays a large role in musical censorship.  Discordant melodies had “…poor rhythm and discord [and] are closely akin to poor language and poor character.”  Yet, Plato believed that harmonious music was beneficial and should be cultivated.

· Plato thought that harmonious music was beneficial because of its mathematical structure.  A plucked string will vibrate along its whole length and when halved it creates an octave.  This mathematical significance is important to Plato because he believed that math (and logic) best exemplified reason.

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_ssR7M5Px0#movie_player
A more Technical Account
· Plato’s main problem with art was that it operates via images rather than concepts.  Concepts are closer to the Forms than particular things, which in turn are closer to the Forms than art.  Art is merely a representation of particular things.  It is a failed attempt to capture the “realness” of the thing in question, which in itself is an imperfect manifestation of a Form.  The Arts are imitations of imitations.  They are the shadows on the cave wall.

