A Mirvish

Phil 201

Fall 2009

Trinity 111

Phone:  898-5296

Office hours:  T  . 12:30-3:30pm, W   9:30 – 11am

TEXTS
Copleston, History of Philosophy
Plato, The Republic
Workbook

PURPOSE
The purpose of this course will be to give the student a grasp of some fundamental principles of philosophy from the Presocratics to Aristotle.  This material will be of value not only in terms of a knowledge of philosophy but also in that it will provide the student with an increased appreciation for many important aspects of modern culture.

The course meets the requirements of Arts & Humanities GE courses, specifically the section dealing with Philosophies, Ideas & Major Figures.  The course is "a critical history, covering at least a couple of centuries of theistic & nontheistic metaphysical, epistemological & ethical thought."

Course grade will be based on a midterm, a final examination, plus a research term paper.  All of these three will count equally, i.e., one third of the overall grade each.  Paper topics will be assigned in the first half of the semester which will enable students to hand in an outline for their paper two weeks after the midterm.  The paper length is 2,000 words.  At least 3 library sources will be required. I will discuss the exact format, etc., in class. As we proceed through the semester I will be mentioning paper topics. Make a special note of them and by the first half of the semester you will have a good number to choose from. 

The days I have put down for furlough are: Aug 28 and 31. Sept 9, Nov 3 & 4, and Dec 4.

COURSE CONTENT
The course will be divided into 3 main sections, namely the Presocratics, Plato and Aristotle.  For the Presocratics emphasis will be on cosmology.  As regards Plato, we will deal with his views about the nature of Being or reality, and his views on ethics and politics.  Regarding Aristotle, discussion will be centered on his ontology, plus his theory of ethics – with emphasis on the nature of friendship. Phil. 201 is a GE course and so I'm not assuming that you have any prior knowledge of philosophy. If time permits, we will also cover the Stoics and Epicureans with emphasis on their views on ethics. 

The Ionians
The nature of philosophizing

The ideas of change and substance

Materialism and reductionism

Various models for explaining the cosmos and its origin

Pythagoras
Dualism

Reason, mathematics and music

Reality and numbers

Overcoming the body

The Eleatics
Parmenedes and proofs for the nature of Being as necessary,


material, static, and a plenum

Zeno's proofs against becoming and movement

Socrates and Plato
Dialogue and dialectic

Socrates the midwife, and Socrates the gadfly

Man in relation to the state and the cosmos

Virtue and knowledge

The ideal state

Aristotle
Aristotle's teleology

The four causes.  Matter and form

Hylomorphism

Aristotle versus Plato on the nature of reality

Aristotle's ethics
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