The Timaeus 
1.As we know from the Republic, the physical world changes/dies – it’s the object of opinion and sensation. A product of becoming and so assoc w/ belief 

2.The eternal world (unchanging) is the object of reason. This is Being & it’s assoc w/ truth 

Timaeus
3.Since nothing becomes or changes without a cause, the cause of the cosmos must be a God (demiurge), the father of the universe. This demiurge, the creator of the physical world is not a divine intelligence nor a personal god. Instead he is an artist (in Plato’s sense). That is, he doesn’t invent new FORMS but instead uses preexisting forms as the model on which to impose order on the disorder/formlessness of original matter.
4.So the demiurge created the cosmos with the world of forms as its model.

5.The demiurge has purpose and is good, and so it makes the cosmos because of its good will. And this, plus the fact that the cosmos is a copy of the perfect world of forms, means that the cosmos is (a) the best and most beautiful possible, and (b) that it is unitary or one.

6.Re. 5 (b), Democritus by contrast states that there are many worlds arising via vortices (rotary motion) in the chaos of space. But since the demiurge for Plato forms the best possible cosmos, there can only be one (the cosmos is a copy of the form of unity).
7.The cosmos exists in space, which is empty. Since the cosmos comes into being (becomes) it is a temporal phenomenon (and not like the timeless world of froms).

8.There are 2 views of time we need to look at here: (i) Aristotle ( time marks off change: relative to the now/present there is (i) before (the past) and (ii) after (the future). So for Aristotle time can be thought of as a numerical quantity that measures change in the cosmos.

9.By contrast, for Plato in the Timaeus, time is a moving image of eternity. What he means is that time is cosmic or celestial motion. Time = motion for Plato, whereas for Aristotle, time = a measure of change. 

10.So for Plato there is a form or idea of eternity and when the demiurge copies the world of forms in creating the cosmos, it uses time as the closest approximation in the sensory world to the form of eternity.

11.The cosmos is based on the form or idea of a `living entity’ and so it – the cosmos – is alive.

12.Because it is a living being, the cosmos has a soul.

13.The cosmos is spherical in shape since a sphere is the most perfect and beautiful shape (here again, the demiurge uses the perfect form or idea of a sphere as a model).  
14.What is the matter of the cosmos made up of? 

15.(a)There are 4 basic elements: fire, water, air and earth.

15.(b)The 4 basic elements are made up of particles or primary bodies. There is one type of particle for each kind of matter -  so there are 4 types of particles.

15.(c)Each particle can ultimately be seen to be built up from elementary or basic, right angles triangles.
16. Notice that the demiurge created  each of the 4 elements modeled on the forms or ideas of fire, water, air and earth, respectively. Notice also that all the particles of matter too are modeled on a form or idea, namely the triangle. 

