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TEXTS

Heidegger, Being and Time
Workbook
Husserl, Cartesian Meditations
Idhe, Experiential Phenomenology


The first three texts are required, the last is optional.

PURPOSE
  
The purpose of this course will be to give the student a grasp of some fundamental principles of phenomenology with emphasis on the thought of Husserl and Heidegger.  This branch of philosophy forms the basis for contemporary, so-called Continental Philosophy.  Phenomenology has also had a profound effect on literature as well as psychology and psychoanalysis.  Consequently, the material we cover will be of value not only in terms of a knowledge of philosophy but also in that it will provide the student with an increased appreciation for many important aspects of modern culture.

In the course there will be emphasis on primary texts, plus working through issues and questions raised by the workbook.  The workbook will provide you with an outline of the material we cover, with the aim of directly coming to understand the work of these two thinkers.  


COURSE CONTENT

In dealing with Husserl, discussion will be centered on his views about phenomenology as a strict science, his theory of perception, plus his ideas about the existence of other minds.  

In dealing with Heidegger, we will deal with the topics of:
hermeneutics, the overthrow of traditional Western philosophy, Dasein's relation to the world and to others, authenticity, resoluteness and death versus The They. 
COURSE GRADE

There will be a midterm, final and research paper, all of which will counts one third of the grade.   Topics for the research paper - which should be at least 2,000 words - will be given throughout the first eight weeks of the semester.  Students should make sure to keep a list of these topics as they are given. Format of the paper and the use of critics will be discussed in detail during the class. If you wish to deal with a topic that has not been mentioned please talk with me before writing the paper.



