A Mirvish
Phil 337i, Philosophy of Race  
Fall 2015

Trinity 111
Phone:  898-5296
Office hours:  T: 1:00-3:30p
                        W: 9:00 -11:00a 
TEXTS
There are three textbooks for this class.  All are available from the AS Bookstore and all three are required
(i) Atkin, The Philosophy of Race
(ii) Ward and Lott (editors), Philosophers on Race: Critical Essays 
(iii) Sharansky, The Case for Democracy
 PURPOSE
Philosophy 337 is a GE class that meets the Upper Division Arts/Humanities and Global Cultures requirements. The class will deal with a philosophical analysis and treatment of the phenomenon of the race. Conceptually, the course will be divided into three segments. The first will deal with a philosophical analysis of what exactly is involved in the complex set of ideas that all fall under the rubric of race. The second segment of the course will deal with what famous, individual philosophers have actually had to say on or about the topic of race, while the third segment will deal with political systems which ameliorate (improve) and exacerbate (aggravate or provoke) racial problems and tension.
COURSE CONTENT: TOPICS
(I)The Concept of Race 
How does the phenomenon of race match up with what actually exists in the world, if at all?
Race as a social construct
How can analyzing the idea of race help us practically in dealing with problems of racism?  

(II) Philosophers on Race 
Aristotle and race
Hobbes’ views on human nature, society and their implications for race
Nietzsche on race
Heidegger and anti-Semitism
Sartre on racism
(III) Democracy, various forms of totalitarianism and the phenomenon of race 

 COURSE GRADE

Course grade will be based on two written papers plus a final examination. All will count equally, namely, one third of 90% of the overall grade. The extra 10% will be based on homework assignments. Each paper needs to be 1500 words long and will be based on class material. The aim of the paper is to see how well you have been able to assimilate the material discussed in class and how well you are able to present it in a written format. Since this is a philosophy and not an English class, style as such will not be a determining feature in the grade you receive but there will be an emphasis on clarity, i.e. the ability to assimilate and express ideas that have been covered. Once the papers have been returned to you, you may review the written comments and then resubmit the material. If your corrections are adequate, this will increase your grade for this paper by a half (so that if, for example, your grade was initially a B and your new version of the paper is a distinct improvement then the final grade you receive for it will be a B+). The first paper will be due six weeks into class, and the second two weeks before finals week. The exam, during finals week, will be objective and comprehensive. 





