1. The ordinary sense of the word `argument’ is a fight or disagreement. In this course we are not interested in this standard, ordinary sense of the term.

2. The term `argument’ can however also refer to  the way in which one not only makes a point, but tries to back up this point by giving reasons or evidence for it. More specifically, we say that:


(i) an argument is an attempt to support a claim by giving reasons or evidence for believing this claim
(ii) the claim that we attempt to support is called the conclusion of the argument
(iii) the evidence or reason put forward to support the conclusion is called the premise of the argument (or premises if there is more than one piece of evidence for  the conclusion)

3. Put in other terms, an argument refers to a premise or set of premises that are put forward in order to try to back up a conclusion.

Example 1:
Everyone from that anthropology class was at the party. Sharon is in that anthropology class so she must have been at the party.

(a)What's the claim in this case?

(b)What are the reasons put forward to support this claim?


(c) So here we have an argument with ______ premise(s). Notice, obviously, that in this case the argument has its premise(s) stated first with the conclusion following them.




Example 2:
The dog must not be very healthy since he refuses to eat and his nose is dry. In addition, he just lies under the kitchen table all day and when he does get up he seems to be in pain when he tries to walk.

(a)What's the claim in this case?


(b)What other reason or reasons are put forward to support this claim?




(4)Clues for identifying the premise(s) and conclusion of an argument:
(a)There are certain words or phrases that generally indicate a premise of premises of an argument, and similarly so for words that generally indicate the conclusion. These words or phrases can be very helpful in analyzing an argument but be careful since we are not talking about ironclad rules. The words or phrases that follow the most part indicate a premise and conclusion but not automatically so.

(b)Consider the following set of words:
therefore, because, so, since, hence, for, thus, consequently, it follows that, it has been shown that


(c)Use these words and phrases to create arguments (short!!!).
(d)Which words/phrases serve as premise indicators and which serve as conclusion indicators?


(5) there are also what we call conjunct words. These are terms that cannot premises - and we will also see sometimes parts of a complex conclusion - to each other:
and
but
or
moreover

(6) More Examples:
Example 3
Capital punishment should be abolished because it's wrong to take human life and capital punishment leads one to become more callous about such actions.

Premise(s)?


Conclusion?

Premise or conclusion indicator words? 

Conjunct word(s)?






Example 4
When Jim comes home late he does not get enough sleep. Jen in fact came home late so he did not get enough sleep.

Premise(s)?


Conclusion?

Premise or conclusion indicator words? 

Conjunct word(s)?

