From previous chapters we have seen that many of the assumptions traditionally made about race are unfounded

· From chapter 1, we saw that from a scientific point of view race does not exist

· From chapter 2, we saw how society shapes the concept of race at particular locations and periods  in time.

1.) Important question that will be dealt with in Chapter 3: What to do with the concept of race?

· If it does not biologically exist, should we ignore it?
· If it exists socially, should we continue to discuss it?
2.) 3 ways to approach the concept of race

(I) Eliminationism - Do away with the concept of race, it is a weak social construct

      (II) Preservationism - Retain notion of race, it is a strong social construct

(III) Reconstructivism - Reconstruct our template for what race is

(I) Eliminationism 

Three arguments for eliminating the idea of race::

(a)Race does not exist biologically

(b)The concept of race as constructed by socio-historical practices is not strong enough to make race real

(c) Given the way that, generally, humanity has created and practiced the concept of race, it is divisive, negative, and socially destructive & so should be eliminated. That is, race is a dangerous concept that has often been abused. It should be gotten rid of because it offers temptation for abuse by various interest groups.

(d)What is REAL = phenomena that operate according to the laws of nature.  It would be illogical to study astronomy based on ancient concepts of the universe, and so similarly, as with other unrealistic or fantastical concepts, race should not be taught or thought about. 

(II) Preservationism

(a) This theory also agrees that there is no scientifically respectable underpinning for race

(b) But unlike (I), Preservationists are strong social constructionists

(c) Despite potential and historical negative factors, the concept of race should be kept for the potential benefits it can provide in discussing and dealing with the social world, Future uses of the idea of race can be used to make amends for past mistakes

There are 2 different branches of Preservationism, namely:
(i)social naturalism

(ii)pragmatic realism

(i)Social naturalism. Biological elements of race do exist and shape our social construction of race,  even if they are just elements. For example, skin color is often used to determine race and the social practices associated with this behavior become engrained.
Problems with (i):
(a)Skin color may not be good definition for race – especially given that in so many societies today so many people from very different parts of the world who interbreed are of the same color

(b)Especially over time how could it even be determined what race one was, given interracial marriages?
      (c) interracial marriages (in Western society) are becoming more common and so the issue of race is becoming more and more irrelevant
(ii)Pragmatic Realism (Paul Taylor)
(a)Determine whether a concept, like race, is real in a functional sense, based on the amount of friction or difference it makes in the world

(b)It’s clear that race as concept has definite social impact

(c) So (ii) looks to factors like somatic markers, ancestry, geographical locations

(d) Being pragmatic, (ii) also looks to what people say about race

(e) The fact is that if we drop the concept of race we lose to ability to better explain certain types of data and groups of  people who are united by certain experiences

Example

· Indigenous vs Non-Indigenous Australians

-

Problems with (ii):
· Just because something like color causes social difference in behaviort does not imply that the element causing the change is real

· It is possible that there are many other factors besides, eg skin color,  to consider re. difference in groups of people, and that some or all of the differences  could exist without the concept of race

(III) Reconstructionism
(a)This draws on the belief that our concept of race is malleable, shaped by various social factors and scientific discoveries 

(b)looks at how different contributing forces have made an impact on what race is, for better or worse

(c)If our concept of race can be shaped, then it can be changed. 

(d)Specifically, it can be ameliorated with the goal of overcoming injustice

(e) So we need to figure out how inequality is created, who injustice targets, and what exactly injustice is
